CRYPTANTHUS ‘CASCADE’ by Olwen Ferris in Bromeletter 18(1): 10. 1981
When Mrs Glad Lawrence moved to her new home, I purchased a number of her surplus

plants. Included with the cryptanthus, were a number of offsets that I took to be Cryptanthus ‘Cascade'.
The little rosettes were larger than mine so some were put to one side for future stock plants, while several were sent out with orders. Then one day I noticed that they were slightly different from my own plants of C. 'Cascade'. Was this because they had come north from the Sydney Winter, to our warmer climate? 0n closer inspection, the plants had wider leaves and the spines were further apart.
I took one of the plants up to Grace Goode and it also differed from her plants, but she said that another Queensland grower had told her that he thought there were two forms of Cryptanthus ‘Cascade’. Mrs Goode and I decided to grow our plants on to maturity and see what happened.

The smaller form grows quickly and makes numerous cascades under my conditions, with no

foliar fertilizing, it measures about 5 ins. (13cm) across and grows well in a small hanging pot. The larger plant grows until it covered the top of an 8 inch hanging basket. After our 1ong, dry year, we have at last had some rain. Perhaps it is because of the higher humidity, for suddenly all my larger type C. ‘Cascade’ are producing their long stolons with tiny

plantlets at the extremities so I no longer have the sneaking feeling that perhaps I have sold

someone the wrong plant for C. ‘Cascade’.

On thinking back, I believe this is the plant I grew when we lived in Sydney. When we came north I bought plantlets from Mrs Goode and filled orders with my larger plants, while growing the smaller ones on. My original plant proved to be very touchy and resented water on the leaves in cold weather. I lost the mother plants, but was able to build up stock with the little plantlets from the cascades. I took it for granted that my new purchases in Queensland, were easier to grow because of the warmer climate, but now feel that this smaller form

of Cryptanthus ‘Cascade’ is much more hardy than the larger form.
LET'S GET IT STRAIGHT by Bob Whitman in Crypt Soc Journ 1(2): 10-11. 1986
Plants are so mixed up with one person saying one thing, another saying something else., Before long a name is used and generally accepted by the average plant collector. Such is the case of a cryptanthus commonly called 'Cascade'. I'll be the first to admit I was wrong and my humble apologies for this error of distributing C. 'Cascade' as C. pseudoscaposus. I purchased over 200 plants in 1984 as C. pseudoscaposus ('cascade') from a knowledgeable grower

assuming he was correct with plant names. Through reading, talking to others, observation and simple common sense, I found out otherwise. I do not blame the seller by any means, because most everyone had made the same mistake. The ever popular plant called 'Cascade' was not C. pseudoscaposus.

In the Smith and Downs monographs, C. pseudoscaposus has been described as having naked stolons arising from the center of the inflorescence and scape alike. The leaves are grass like, all alike, about 15 in number, glabrous above, channeled and undulated. The underside of the leaves have brown scales. The species has few flowers. C. pseudoscaposus was discovered by the late Mulford Foster on July 14, 1939 in the area of Domingos Martins to Victoria, Espirito Santo, Brazil at an altitude of 75 meters.

The plant we commonly called C. 'Cascade' does in fact have stolons up to three feet in length, however they are not naked. The stolons are not produced from the center of the bloomed out inflorescence, but instead from between the leaves. C. 'Cascade' has about 15 leaves, except they are by no means grasslike, but instead are more triangular in shape. The underside of the leaves have white scales. There are few flowers as in C. pseudoscaposus.

Cryptanthus pseudoscaposus is rare in cultivation - at least in the United States.

Well then, what is Cryptanthus 'Cascade' - a species, hybrid or sport?
Grace Goode sent me a letter she received dated February 3, 1983 from Mr. Robert G. Wilson, Director of the Las cruces Tropical Botanical Garden and Field station, Coto Brus, Costa Rica, central America. Mr. Wilson writes:

"It is interesting that you should ask about Cryptanthus sp. 'Cascade'. Many years ago, shortly after I first brought this species into cultivation from Brazil, I sent a live flowering plant to Lyman Smith, the bromeliad expert. He wrote back that he was no longer working with Cryptanthus. So you see that nomenclature on a scientific basis was not available. I had to admit that this plant was given to me at the Rio Botanical Garden and I therefore had no definite type location for it. At any rate, it is a species so distinct that there is no doubt about it being a native Brazilian plant. My guess is that it is from Bahia, where there are Orthophytum species with similar characteristics, but on a much more condensed scale. Perhaps you could get an Australian taxonomist to describe this species. It would not be the first plant that has had a good taxonomic treatment without an exact type locality.
Hoping this will answer your questions, I remain”
To this date, this plant has not been described. In October, 1985, Cryptanthus Society mernbers Georgia Waggoner and I spent a day in Cabo Frio, Brazil collecting plants which certainly resemble C. 'Cascade' growing on somewhat rocky plateaus overlooking the Atlantic Ocean - in full sun these plants were deep shades of pink. The area was covered by a dry thorny thicket and hosted a number of cactus species. It was in this same area that Vriesea sucrei, Hohenbergia floribunda and Tillandsia neglecta could be found growing. This Cryptanthus species has since been sent to Harry Luther, Director of the Mulford B. Foster ldentification Center in Sarasota, Florida for possible identification.

Collected plants from Cabo Frio, Brazil and the horticultural trade plant, C. 'Cascade', have been grouped together in the same light conditions here in Texas and I dare say you cannot tell the plants apart without checking the labels.

Collectors, if you have a plant marked C. pseudoscaposus in your collection, check the plant over carefully - chances are you have the wrong name and the plant is Cryptanthus sp. 'Cascade'.
From Cryptanthus sinuosus versus C. acaulis; A CLARIFICATION?  by Harry E. Luther in Crypt Soc Journ. 4(1): 12. 1989

Available selections of C. sinuosus exhibit much more varietion. These include the plant long grown as 'Cascade', the common "glaziovii imposter" and Bob Whitman's Cabo Frio cabbages.

